
Sustainability Committee Update
Sheraton Inn & Suites, Alexandria, VA

November 13, 2024
NLA Staff
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Agenda
1. Group discussion on the effect the new administration will 

have on climate policy and the work NLA should focus on 
moving forward

2. Update on NLA PCR Project
3. New EPA Label Program for Low Embodied Carbon 

Construction Materials
4. Status update on NLA GHG Protocol data gathering
5. Revisions to EPA Reporting Rule for 2025
6. Additional Federal/State Climate Policies
7. Roundtable discussion – CO2 reduction projects 

and/or sustainability projects underway or planned at 
your lime plant 2



Group Discussion
A new administration and the impact on 
climate policy and the work NLA should 
focus on moving forward
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EPA Administrator 
 Former Rep. Lee Zeldin (R-NY)
 Ran for NY Governor in 2022 (lost)
 Opposes the Paris Treaty on Climate
 Strong Trump Ally in Congress, 

defended Trump in 1st Impeachment
 Limited information on environmental 

positions but seems very conservative
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NLA PCR Project Update

 NLA contracted with Smart EPD & Trinity, 
October 2024

 Call for participation on PCR Committee sent 
out October 29 via email
 Simultaneously across NLA social media 

accounts
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PCR Update (cont.)
 Applications accepted for 30 days
 Sent to government (EPA, DOT-

FHWA) consulting, academia, NGOs, 
and industry

 Committee expected to include ~15 
– 20 voluntary participants
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PCR Timeline
 Lime PCR Call for Participation: Closes 

November 29
 Smart EPD & NLA Meeting: Week of 

December 2
 Review applications and seat the committee

 Kickoff Scheduling: Week of December 9
 Send congratulations emails and Doodle poll 

for January kickoff
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PCR Timeline (cont.)
 Project Plan Delivery: By December 13

 Smart EPD and Trinity to finalize detailed 
project plan

 Joint LCA and PCR Kickoff: January 
2024
 Member LCA data will be based on 2024 

 Target: Publish industry average LCA 
and PCR by January 2026
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Proposed Project Timeline
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EPA’s Label Program (August 2024) 
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Background
 U.S. federal government - The world’s largest 

buyer of goods and services
 More than $694 billion spent on procurement in 

fiscal year 2022 (GAO, 2023)
 U.S. industrial sector - Linked to nearly a third of 

annual GHG (U.S. EPA, 2024); and,
 More than 30% of construction related embodied 

GHG emissions in the US are estimated to result 
from government-funded projects (GSA, 2021)
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Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
IRA Section 60116 provided EPA $100 million 

dollars “to develop and carry out a program…to 
identify and label construction materials that have 

substantially lower levels of embodied GHG 
emissions associated with all relevant stages of 

production, use, disposal, as compared to 
estimated industry averages of similar 

materials or products.”
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IRA (Cont.)
 The label program will initially focus on asphalt, 

concrete, glass, & steel, from the production 
stage (raw material extraction, transportation, 
manufacturing, i.e., “cradle-to-gate.”)

 EPA will label products that have environmental 
product declarations (EPDs) built under North 
American product category rules (PCRs)

 Additional materials will be added over time
 EPA will implement the program using a phased 

approach
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Guiding Federal Policy
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What is an Environmental Product 
Declaration (EPD)? What are Product 
Category Rules (PCRs)?
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(quick reminder….)



The Label Program Approach
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A phased approach to ensure data quality of labeled materials



Tiered Label System
Under IRA Section 60116(a), EPA is charged with identifying and labelling 
materials  and products with substantially lower levels of embodied carbon when 
compared with “estimated industry averages or similar materials and products.”
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Tier Eligibility Criteria

Best
Product GWP must be under a value, as determined in 
Phase II, the represents the cutting edge of low 
embodied carbon products available in the market.

Better
Product GWP must be under a value, as determined in 
Phase II, that is lower than industry/regional average 
product GWP, but higher than “best” GWP.

Good
Product GWP must be under a value, as determined in 
Phase II, that is lower than industry/regional average 
product GWP, but higher than “better” GWP.



PCR & Standards Engagement 
where Government is Involved
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Questions?
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Revisions and Confidentiality Determinations for 
Data Elements Under the Greenhouse Gas 
Reporting Rule
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Revisions and Confidentiality Determinations for 
Data Elements Under the Greenhouse Gas 
Reporting Rule

Final Rule published April 25, 2024
Subpart S
 At captive lime plants, record monthly CO2 captured for 

use
 Changed not implemented by EPA

 For CEMS reporters
 Report average annual chemical composition of lime 

products & byproducts/waste
 For Mass Balance Methodology

 Chemical composition and annual quantity of 
byproducts & waste not sold 



Revisions and Confidentiality 
Determinations for Data Elements Under 
the Greenhouse Gas Reporting Rule

Subpart C
 Tier 3 calculation corrections
 New reporting requirements for aggregation of units 

or common pipe configuration
 Not implemented by EPA

 New Subpart B – Energy Consumption
 Develop a plan, report quantity of purchased 

electricity
 No further action by EPA (at this time)



Additional Federal/State 
Climate Policies
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Voluntary Carbon Market Joint Policy 
Statement and Principles Established

 In Q2 2024, the Biden Administration 
released a statement providing new 
principles for high-integrity voluntary 
carbon markets

 The principles are non-binding 
guidelines, but should be seen as broad 
guard rails for companies operating in 
US VCMs
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California Passed Two Mandatory Climate 
Disclosure Bills

1. Requires private and public businesses with gross 
revenue >$1 billion in  revenue that “do business” in 
California to disclose annual Scope 1 & Scope 2 GHG 
emissions beginning in 2026 for 2025

a. Scope 3 GHG disclosures will commence in 
2027 for 2026

2.  Requires businesses with gross annual revenue 
> $500 million to report on their climate risk
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Roundtable Discussion
 CO2 reduction projects and/or 

sustainability projects underway or 
planned at your lime plant
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