
 
 
March 6, 2025      
 
The Honorable Bill Cassidy, M.D.   The Honorable Bernie Sanders 
Chairman, Senate Committee on Health,  Ranking Member, Senate Committee on 
Education, Labor and Pensions   Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
428 Senate Dirksen Office Building   428 Senate Dirksen Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515     Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Chairman Cassidy and Ranking Member Sanders: 
 
On behalf of the members of the National Lime Association (NLA), I write to support the 
nomination of Wayne Palmer to serve as Assistant Secretary of Labor, leading the Mine Safety 
and Health Administration (MSHA). NLA believes that Mr. Palmer has the extensive experience 
and knowledge needed to lead MSHA in the protection of health and safety of the nation’s 
miners.   
 
NLA is the industry trade association for the manufacturers of high calcium quicklime and 
dolomitic quicklime (calcium oxide) and hydrated lime (calcium hydroxide), which are 
collectively and commonly referred to as “lime.” Lime is used in a wide array of critical 
applications and industries, including for environmental control and protection, metallurgical, 
construction, chemical and food production. With plant operations located in 24 states, NLA’s 
members produce greater than 99 percent of the United States’ calcium oxides and hydroxides.  

 
NLA’s members are committed to safety as a core value of the lime industry, and NLA’s Health 
and Safety Committee has worked with MSHA staff, including Mr. Palmer during his prior 
service at the agency, to improve the overall safety of the lime industry workforce. NLA stands 
ready to continue to work with MSHA as new rules and legislation are implemented. 
 
NLA urges the Senate Committee of Health, Education, Labor and Pensions to act quickly to 
advance Mr. Palmer’s nomination for this highly important position. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 

 
 
William C. Herz 
Executive Director 
National Lime Association 
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